
 

 

Inviting Parish Input for Transition 
 

Many parishioners may remember answering the question “What do we want in our 
next rector?” or completing a parish survey as part of the old “search” process.  
Today we must focus on what God is up to and leading us towards. Thus, we use 
ECCT’s definition of a parish as a basis for community reflection. While it is possible 
for the vestry to complete this work within itself, it is recommended that it be 
undertaken first in a parish meeting. The vestry can then use the results of that 
meeting as a basis for conversation with potential candidates for Priest in Charge. 
 

 

A parish in ECCT in the new missional age is a community ... 
 

of theological imagination 
...where our hearts and minds are moved by God’s presence in our lives, in our 
neighborhoods, and in the world; 
 

fed by Word & sacrament 
...where our stories connect with God’s story in Holy Scripture, and where we 

experience God’s grace in baptism and Eucharist; 
 

forming disciples and apostles in God's mission 
...where people grow as followers of Jesus and are sent by the Holy Spirit into the world 
to join God’s work of restoration and reconciliation; 
 

and connected to the wider body of Christ 
...by sharing our lives with companions in Christ across the Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut and the wider Church.   
 
 

• How are we are living into each area of this definition? 
 

• In which area(s) are we strongest and why? 
 

• Which area(s) are the biggest challenge for us and why? 
 

• How do we see our next PIC helping us to live more fully into this definition? 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	A parish in ECCT in the new missional age is a community ...
	Suggested Process for Parish Meeting
	• People answer the first question on a Stickie (5 minutes)
	• People pair up with someone at their table and share their answers (5 minutes)
	• The information is shared with the table group (10 minutes)
	• Recorder captures highlights (descriptions, nouns and adjectives) on paper
	• Move on to Question 2, 3, 4
	• After all four questions are done, there is a break, then someone from each table (can be recorder, but does not have to be) shares their answers for each question.
	• Collect all the answers for question 1 first, then question 2, etc.
	• The facilitator asks for and clarifies the answers. It is appropriate to ask someone else to record the answers on a flip chart.




